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Our Capital Markets Group is 
composed of a core group of 
more than 15 lawyers with in-
depth knowledge of debt and 
equity capital markets, and the 
practical and technical know-how 
to get the deal through. Many 
of us have worked for Swiss or 
international banks or served in 
international law firms. Our ex-
perience and expertise, together 
with the size of our team, enable 
us to handle all types of domes-
tic and cross-border capital 
market transactions, no matter 
how large or complex, and to 
provide tailor-made services to 
our clients.

Expertise
The team has a strong expertise in 
capital markets transactions and exten-
sive exposure in shaping the legal and 
regulatory environment in this business 
sector, which ensures we have the ideal 
blend of practical and technical know-
how to act on behalf of issuers or under-
writers, or as transaction counsel, in all 
aspects of domestic and cross-border 
capital markets transactions. 

Our expertise encompasses:
 — Primary and secondary share offer-

ings, including rights offerings,  
convertibles, mandatory convertibles 
and hybrid instruments for banks

 — Debt instruments, including OTC 
derivatives and issuance of structured 
products, both under programmes 
and stand-alone

 — Listing and delisting of securities on 
SIX Swiss Exchange

 — Advice on stock exchange regulation, 
disclosure of price-sensitive facts  
(ad hoc publicity), market conduct 
rules and insider regulation, manage-
ment transactions, and disclosure of 
substantial shareholdings

Several partners in our team are reg-
istered with SIX Swiss Exchange as 
recognised representatives of issuers.

Deals and Cases
 — Swiss counsel to SIX-listed ams AG in 

connection with its all-cash take-
over offer for all shares in DAX-listed 
OSRAM Licht AG, with the financing 
of the transaction secured through 
an acquisition bridge facility by HSBC 
and UBS, to be refinanced through 
a combination of equity and debt 
issuances

 — Counsel to SIX listed Panalpina Welt-
transport (Holding) AG and its board 
of directors in connection with the 
CHF 5.1 billion public exchange offer 
launched by Danish DSV A/S, result-
ing in one of the world’s largest supply 
chain solution providers

 — Swiss counsel to BNP Paribas, Credit 
Suisse and UBS in their capacity as 
joint lead managers in a CHF 400 
million bond issue by the Republic of 
Argentina (IFR Awards 2017)

 — Counsel to AXA Life Ltd in a public 
tender offer for all shares in Zürcher 
Freilager AG, a Zurich-based real  
estate company with a portfolio 
of CHF 870 million, followed by a 
squeeze-out merger

 — Swiss Counsel to First Quantum  
Minerals Ltd, a mining and metals 
company listed on Toronto Stock 
Exchange, on its issuance of  
USD 850 million senior notes due 

2024 and USD 1.0 billion senior notes 
due 2026 (high-yield debt)

 — Swiss counsel to BNP Paribas on the 
registration of its programme for the 
issuance of structured notes, war-
rants and certificates with SIX Swiss 
Exchange

 — Transaction counsel to Bank Vontobel  
and LifeWatch AG in a CHF 44.9 mil-
lion capital increase

 — Swiss counsel to ams AG as issuer 
of USD 350 million senior unsecured 
bonds due 2022 and EUR 600 million 
senior unsecured bonds due 2026, 
both convertible into no par value 
bearer shares listed on SIX

 — Counsel to Raiffeisen Switzerland Co-
operative issuing 3 % CHF 550 million 
Additional Tier 1 Capital Bonds, with 
Raiffeisen Switzerland Cooperative 
and UBS AG as joint lead managers

“The brilliant
and pragmatic team 

is praised for its 
solution-focused 

style.

”
Chambers Europe

Recognitions

The group and leading practitioners 
are highly ranked and recognised 
among leading law firms in global 
directories and publications:

 — Chambers Global and Europe in 
Capital Markets

 — Legal 500 in Capital Markets
 — IFLR and IFLR 1000 in Capital 

Markets
 — WWL Switzerland and across 

WWL Capital Markets interna-
tional guides



Joane Etienne
Counsel Geneva/Zurich

Philippe Nicod
Counsel Geneva
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“The ability to break 
down Swiss law  

and SIX exchange 
rules in a way that  

is easy to under-
stand for a foreign 

company.

”
Chambers Europe



>150 lawyers
15 languages
30 nationalities
21 practice areas
15 sectors and industries
1,978 years of experience
Collaboration with  
300 law firms worldwide  
in more than  
50 jurisdictions
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Schellenberg Wittmer Ltd is your leading Swiss business law 
firm with more than 150 lawyers in Zurich and Geneva, and 
an office in Singapore. We take care of all your legal needs – 
transactions, advisory, disputes.


